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1293 September 11, 1908 

June, 1908), this organism is morphologically and culturally almost 
identical with Bacillus pestis, the difference being only that Bacillus 
pseudotuberculosis rodentium makes litmus milk alkaline and its 
growth upon agar is not viscid. Bacillus pseudotuberculosis rodentium 
gives involution forms on salt agar. The lesions observed in guinea 
pigs resemble those of plague, and it was even possible to produce 
immunization to Bacillus pestis by inoculations with Bacillus pseudo- 
tuberculosis rodentium. This organism, however, is not acutely path- 
ogenic for rats. This appears to be the crucial point of difference. 

The result of this examination establishes beyond any question the 
fact that this squirrel was infected with a virulent strain of Bacillus 
pestis. 

Reports from Los Angeles, Col. — A case, of plague. 

In a telegram of August 20 and a letter of August 24 Surgeon 
Brooks, Los Angeles, reports a boy bitten in the finger by a ground 
squirrel on August 5 or 6, sickened August 11, was seen by a physi- 
cian August 12, and was reported to the local health officer in Los 
Angeles as suspicious. The boy resided at Buena Vista Park. Though 
the squirrel was destroyed by a dog and a cat August 21, a search of 
the premises nearby resulted in the discovery of another dead squirrel. 
The boy is recovering. September 3, information was received by 
wire from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, San Francisco, that mate- 
rial taken from one of the buboes in the boy presented bacteriological 
evidence of plague. September i, he further reported that the squir- 
rel above referred to found dead in the park at Los Angeles also pre- 
sented positive evidence of plague. Surgeon Brooks reports that the 
boy is isolated and the city officials have taken decisive action. By 
request of the secretary of the State board of health and of the local 
authorities, an expert bacteriologist of the Public Health and Marine- 
Hospital Service has been assigned to duty at Los Angeles. 

Reports from San Francisco, C'al. — Plagueprevention work. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Week ended August 29. 

Date of last case Sickened, January 30, 1908 

Sick inspected 10 

Dead inspected 120 

Premises inspected 14, 446 

Houses disinfected 262 

Houses destroyed 9 

Buildings condemned 9 

Nuisances abated 1 , 801 

Eats found dead 458 

Eats trapped 4,301 

Total rats taken 4,759 

Eats identified: 

Mus norvegicus 3, 478 

Mus rattus 81 

Mus musculus 1, 165 

Total 4,724 

Poisons placed 143, 084 



